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The Armoury Gallery

Introducing the latest addition to Milwaukee’s bourgeoning art gallery scene: The Armoury. 
Established in January 2008, the gallery lengthens the list of new art venues seeking to promote 
contemporary fine art in Milwaukee.  
 
Opening night is scheduled for Friday, May 9th, with a reception from 7 – 11pm. Owners  
Jessica Steeber and Cassandra Smith will be showing new work for the opening, along with 
Karin Haas, Eduardo J. Villanueva, and Emily Siegel Belknap. Refreshments and hors d’oeuvres 
will be served. The show will run from May 9 – June 6; gallery hours are Fridays and Saturdays 
from 1:00pm – 5:00pm, weekdays and Sundays by appointment.
 
Co-owners Jessica Steeber and Cassandra Smith have high hopes for the gallery. Having returned 
in December from six months traveling abroad, the pair are ready for a new challenge, and have 
set their sights on Milwaukee’s arts scene. 

The “Armoury” was inspired by the Armoury at the Kremlin, in Moscow, Russia – a highlight 
from their time abroad. The gallery will showcase emerging and semi-established artists from 
all over the country, working in a variety of media who are creating dynamic, challenging work. 
There will be an emphasis on installation work, encouraging artists to work in the space in the 
weeks prior to a show, creating a unique dialogue between the artist, the art, the gallery and the 
viewer.

The gallery is located in a 1000 square foot studio space tucked away in Milwaukee’s historic 
“Fortress” building – aptly named for its fortress-like appearance. The giant red-brick mass is 
perched defiantly on the border of the encroaching Brewer’s Hill condo developments, just north 
of downtown Milwaukee. The building has been home to various small businesses and artist stu-
dios since its new ownership in 1988, originally built by the F. Mayer Boot and Shoe Company 
in the 1890s.



Eduardo J. Villanueva is a painter and muralist, graduating from UWM in 2005. He has since 
shown his work with Café Lulu, the United Community Center and INOVA, and has completed 
mural work in local establishments Annona Bistro and Tory Folliard. He will have new work at 
Tory Folliard for spring Gallery Night, April 18th. 

For the opening reception, Villanueva will showcase his latest mural, along with new and old 
canvases. The mural, painted over nearly 200 square feet of wall space, spans four walls and re-
quires the viewer to circumnavigate the piece to see its entirety. His work deals playfully with the 
themes of life and death, using bright colors, large swaths of paint and personally iconic images 
to relate his message.

Karin Haas is a printmaker currently finishing her senior year at MIAD. Her prints, incredibly 
detailed and ornate, seem immediately to reflect the beauty and innocence found in nature -  
however, upon further inspection, the delicate forms give way to a more mottled message where 
animal and plant become one, intertwined whole. For the opening, Haas will take what she has 
learned from the traditional etching of steel and copper plates and apply it directly to the gallery 
walls using mechanical pencil. 

New work will also be shown by Emily Siegel Belknap, also a MIAD graduate and co-founder 
of the White Whale Collective on National Avenue. Her panoramic landscapes host a comfort-
able balance between meditation and boredom, and suggest the everyday passage of time. The 
quiet nature of the work is a welcome respite from the noisy, cluttered world that surrounds us. 
Emily will include a new piece for the opening, a canvas spanning over 12 feet of wall space, 
along with two canvases previously displayed at a recent White Whale opening. 

Cassandra Smith will also have a new installation on hand, following in her theme of non-tra-
ditional decoration, this time creating a radial wall pattern of plastic fish, sequins and metallic 
paint.  The piece acts as a kind of mundane shrine to patterning and Northwoods-style interior 
decorating.  A sculpture graduate at MIAD in 2006, Smith has since shown with Paperboat Bou-
tique and Gallery and at Hotcakes for the MARN Mentors program, before taking time off for 
travel. 

Finally, Jessica Steeber will also showcase new work, a combination of installation and pho-
tography following previous work in both genres. For the opening, Jessica uses installation and 
photography to self-consciously explore our relationships with the world that surrounds us, and 
the role photography has in that world. Mounted on traditional shelving, a variety of dioramas 
invite the viewer into a surreal world. Jessica graduated from Mount Mary College in 2005 with 
a degree in Liberal Studies, has since shown with the Green Gallery and spent six months travel-
ing abroad.


