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Western States @ The Armoury Gallery

Gallery Night: Friday, January 17th, 2009

The Armoury Gallery is pleased to announce its 7th, and possibly most ambitious exhibition to date: Western States. Gathering up some of the best the western half of the country has to offer, Western States gives Milwaukee a unique glimpse into art happening West of the Mississippi.
Aili Schmeltz, William Hundley, Gavin Brunner, colleen Sanders, Adrianne Watson and Milwaukee’s own Colin Matthes will fill the gallery’s walls with a variety of 2-D, 3-D and installation work. 

From Los Angeles is Aili Schmeltz. Earning her MFA in 2003, Aili has since had 10 solo exhibitions to her credit, over 30 group shows, a host of publications including “Best of the West Coast” in New York Arts Magazine, and had three separate prints appear in Jen Beckman’s 20X200 project out of New York. We are honored to have her work in Milwaukee for the first time.

Hailing from Austin, Texas is photographer William Hundley. Earning his BFA in 1998, Hundley has since garnered international attention for his eerie-yet-playful images. With 5 solo exhibitions to date, and a bibliography that spans Poland, France, Germany, Chile, Spain, Italy, China and Argentina, we are pleased to be showing a series of his images this gallery night.

Also from Los Angeles, Gavin Brunner will have a selection of his 2-D works on hand. Appearing in New American paintings in 2006, Artworld Digest and studio visit Magazine, along with 3 solo shows and a host of group exhibitions to his credit, Brunner is an artist to watch.

Both hailing from San Francisco, Colleen Sanders and Adrianne Watson round out the Western lineup. Watson earned her MFA from the California College of the Arts in 2008, and her work appears in the current issue of New American Paintings. Sanders earned her Post-Baccalaureate Certificate from the School of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, in 2005 before continuing on to earn her MFA from the California College of the Arts in 2008
Last but not least, Milwaukee’s own Colin Matthes will take over the installation space. Matthes’s artwork has been exhibited in Chicago, new York, Los Angeles, denmark, Spain, and Austria. In 2009 matthes will have a solo-exhibition at the University of Texas-Pan American and create a wall drawing for a group exhibition at the Haggerty Museum in Milwaukee. Matthes was also a 2008 Mary Nohl receipient, and his work is currently on view in the Inova Gallery at UWM Kenilworth. 

